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I contain multitudes
- Walt Whitman h/t Ed Yong

Community Engagement
Fellows Program



rOpenSci

Peer reviewSoftware Community

 3Package by Ben Avery from the Noun Project

technical & social infrastructure 



rOpenSci by the numbers
5 staff 

1 postdoc 

2 Bioconductor pkgs 

192 CRAN pkgs 

287 total pkgs 

~ 500 code contributors 

> 500 citations 

LOTS! of community members 

1 awesome open system for peer review of software
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ropensci.org/packages/
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4 of 6 new maintainers are women!

 6https://news.ropensci.org/

https://news.ropensci.org/


academic peer review of 
research publications?
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ropensci.github.io/dev_guide/
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July 2018

Nov 2018
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Software peer review



July 2018

Nov 2018
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Software peer review



Review for us:  
ropensci.org/onboarding

“As a user, you are qualified as a 
potential package reviewer if you have 

some appreciation for what makes your 
favourite packages useful”
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- Miles McBain

https://ropensci.org/blog/2018/04/06/peer-review-value/

https://ropensci.org/blog/2018/04/06/peer-review-value/


Experience in your midst!

• attended an rOpenSci unconf 

• contributed a blog post 

• maintain an rOpenSci package 

• reviewed 

• used 

• commented in a forum thread 

• attended a Community Call 

• read a blog post 

• 💜’d or RT’d a tweet
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Code review in the lab?
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Community Call video, discussion, summary

https://ropensci.org/commcalls/2018-10-16/



https://ropensci.org/

/software-review/packages /community
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I taught myself some R 

This is about me … 
but really it’s about you
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Between January 10th and March 7th, I made an 
RMarkdown report with the plots I wanted to make…

 17



…from a csv file with some data I collected and whose 
date column is formatted correctly, where I understand 
the provenance of the data…
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…I tasted the magic of the visdat package and 
knew where my missing data was…
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…and I’m working in RStudio connected to my own 
public GitHub repository with data and scripts in 
the right folders…
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…never saving my RStudio workspace when I exit…

 21https://rladiessydney.org/ryouwithme



…using here::here() so I don’t hardcode my local file 
paths so Jenny Bryan doesn’t come set my laptop on 
fire. And once I used “masking the function” and 
“calling the function from the package” in a sentence!

 22https://community.rstudio.com/t/conflict-between-here-in-uh-here-and-here-in-lubridate/5741



Photo by Kristina Flour on Unsplash 23

https://unsplash.com/photos/BcjdbyKWquw?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/hush?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


3       to my (beginner) R success

• in-person and online trust networks 
(aka community) 

• a specific modest project 

• the “right” tutorials and resources 
for me

 24keys by Srinivas Agra from the Noun Project



Omigosh but this 
community is everything 

#rstats 

       In-person and online trust networks

- Me
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Human rubber duck debuggers

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rubber_duck_debugging#/media/File:Rubber_duck_assisting_with_debugging.jpg

“wait, my x-axis of dates sorted itself alphabetically?!”
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      A specific modest project 
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      The “right” resources for me
designed by us, for us.  

oriented towards R beginners 
aims to provide a solid foundation of R skills

Jen Richman, Lisa Williams, Danielle Navarro 
https://rladiessydney.org/ryouwithme
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💯



working in 
RStudio with 
data and scripts 
in the right 
folders

never saving my 
RStudio 
workspace when I 
exit

here::here()
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Where did you learn that?

https://rladiessydney.org/ryouwithme

R-Ladies Sydney
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Where did you learn that?

https://happygitwithr.com/rstudio-git-github.html

working in RStudio connected 
to my own public GitHub 
repository



I knew where my missing data was
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Where did you learn that?

https://ropensci.org/blog/2017/08/22/visdat/ 
https://resources.rstudio.com/rstudio-conf-2019/our-colour-of-magic-the-open-sourcery-of-fantastic-r-packages

The rOpenSci blog!



Where did you learn that?

“wait, my x-axis of dates sorted itself alphabetically?!”

lubridate!

I used “masking the function” and 
“calling the function from the package” 
in a sentence

 32https://r4ds.had.co.nz/dates-and-times.html 
https://community.rstudio.com/t/conflict-between-here-in-uh-here-and-here-in-lubridate/5741



3       to my success

• in-person and online trust network 

• a specific modest project 

• the “right” tutorials and resources 
for me

 33keys by Srinivas Agra; Key by STDIO from the Noun Project



–Pat Schloss

“Suck until you don't”

http://blog.mothur.org/2016/01/04/Suck-until-you-dont/  34



“If it hurts, do it more often”

https://martinfowler.com/bliki/FrequencyReducesDifficulty.html  35

- Martin Fowler h/t Jenny Bryan
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Kara Woo and Monica Gerber for 
saying this is a talk they’d like to hear 

Maëlle Salmon for talk feedback 

rOpenSci team for sustaining a 
values-driven organization



      @rOpenSci - https://ropensci.org/community/ 

                  https://ropensci.github.io/dev_guide/ 

       @TheCSCCE - Community Management    

       

      @StefanieButland
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Get Involved!


